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ECCLESIASTES I. 4. 


ONE GENERATION PASSETH AWAY, AND AN O- 
THER GENERATION COMETH. 


BY the 0 hand of our God upon us, our 
lives are ſpared to the beginning of another 
year. The progreſs which each individual in | 
this aſſembly has made in his journey towards 
the grave ſince the laſt year opened, the affe&t- 
ing changes which have taken place in many 
of our connettions during its continuance, and 
the peculiar obje& of this ſervice, which is to 
recommend to your beneyolent attention, an 
inſtitution which has in view the beſt intereſts 
of the riſing age, naturally ſuggeſt to our 
thoughts the obſervation of Solomon in the 

text. | 3 
That we live in a world full of changes, is 
the general ſentiment, which it is the deſign of 
the book of Eccleſiaſtes to confirm and improve. 
It is one of thoſe truths, which are eaſily under- 
oh ſtood, 
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« ſtood, and eafily demonſtrated ; but of which 
we need to be frequently and ſeriouſly reminded. 
The globe itſelf, which we inhabit, is conti- 
nually varying even its external appearances. 
Land and water make gradual inroads on each 
other. From many ſpots, which were once co- 
yered with the ſea, it has retired; and, on the 

contrary, towns, cities, and countries, which 
flouriſhed in paſt ages, are now buried beneath 
the ocean. Each ſeaſon of the year removes to 
make way for the next. Seed time and harveſt, 
cold and heat, ſummer and winter, and day and 
night *, promote that viciflitude in human affairs, 
which is a ſtrong feature that charaQteriſes the 
whole. In the life of man, what varying cir- 
cumſtances of fickneſs and health, poverty and 
riches, affliction and proſperity, are always 
taking place! In public bodies of men, how 
often has an inſignificant ſociety riſen to the 

. | dignity of a powerful nation; and how have the 

| mightieſt empires ſunk into oblivion ! The moſt 

brilliant crowns have faded on the heads which 
have worn them, and thrones have tottered on 
their baſe, The hiſtory of nations illuſtrates in 

a moſt ſtriking manner, the mutable nature of 
the preſent world. But the moſt affeRing illuſ- 8 

[ tration of this truth ariſes immediately from 

| ___ ourſelves. The cftetts produced by the altering 


Sen. viii. 23, 


ſeaſons, 


1 
ſeaſons, the cloſing year, the fate of empires, 
all flow originally from the mutability of man 
bimſelf. Of the intelligent inhabitants of this 
globe, it may continually be ſaid, Oue genera- 
tion paſſeth away, and another generation cometh. 

The great God has fo conſtituted man, that 
the earth is inhabited, not by the ſame beings 
who invariably ſubſiſt upon it, but by a ſucceſ- 
fion. Some fall away in death; others ſucceed 
them. An hundred years ago, ſcarcely an indi- 
vidual now on the face of the globe was in 
exiſtence. An hundred years hence, ſcarcely 
one who is now alive will remain; but by ano- 
ther generation the world will be peopled. 
One circumſtance intimated in the phraſeology 
of the text muſt not be paſſed without notice ; 
the manner in which this change is accompliſhed. 
It is not a ſudden but a gradual alteration. The 
world 1s not inhabited by a race of men, who, 
after having finiſhed their courſe, are at once 
removed to make way for another generation; but, 
one generation paſſelb away, and another gene- 
ration cometh.” The former by degrees and imper- 
- ceptibly falls off, and the latter by equal degrees, 
and ahke imperceptibly ſucceeds. We are in- 
deed ſurrounded with inſtances of ſudden and 
unexpetted death. By contagious diſorders, by 
fatal accidents, by the devouring ſword, thou- 
ſands and tens of thoufands have been haſtily 
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ſwept away. But theſe inſtances alter not the 
general fact, that it is by degrees, one race of 

men retires from the ſtage of life, and that 
another riſes up in their place. Men drop off 
from their families, and from the ſtations they 
held in ſociety, into their graves, one by one; 
and one by one, riſe from infancy into youth, 
manhood, and more active life. This is a very 


wiſe and merciful appointment. The loſs of 


individuals, however valuable, is not felt like 
the loſs of a community. The chaſm occaſioned 
by the death of the moſt conſpicuous charaQters, 
is ſoon filled up by thoſe who are equally capable 
of anſwering important purpoſes in life. 

This gradual but conſtant variation which is 
taking place in human affairs, reads a moſt 
ſtriking leſſon, always preſent, on the vanity of. 
the world, We need ſeldom go far from our 
own friendly and religious connections for proofs 
of. the uncertainty of human life, and for argu- 
ments to enforce the greateſt moderation reſpeQ- 
ing the faſhion of this world, which paſſeth away“. 

It is worthy alſo of obſervation, that Provi- 
dence by this wiſe appointment promotes that 
mutual dependence among human beings, which 
tends greatly to general benefit. k Infancy 18 
nouriſhed by . parental affection; and the young 
and riſing mind gradually learns from the wil- 
dd 1 Cor. vii. 32. 1 
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dom and experience of the more advanced, to 
know itſelf and improve itsprivileges; and in 
return, all that filial duty can do to comfort 
declining life, is the trihute of reaſon and grati- 
tude. In ſhort, the gradual opening, conti- 
nuance, -and termination of human life, tends 
greatly to eſtabliſh the apoſtle's princyple, and to 
enforce the duties founded on it: we are every 
one members one of another. 
Conſidered in a more enlarged view, this 
ſucceſſion of intelligent beings on the ſtage of 
life, contributes to the gradual expanſion of the 
human mind, and to the diffuſion of thoſe 
principles, by which it may be meliorated, 
purified, and prepared for a better world. Thus 
the ideas of one generation communicated to 
another, will not only preſerve the knowledge 
of truth, but will lay a large foundation for ; 
improvement. One generation, ſaid the pfalmiſt, 
ſhall praiſe thy works to another, and hall declare 4 
thy mighty ads. If our moral and religious | 
principles are conſidered, as held in truſt for the 
benefit of poſterity, we ſhall be far more ſen— 
üble of their value, than if we regard them as 
deſigned only for ourſelves. Through this 
medium of the ſucceſſive generations of men, 
not only have civilized manners and principles 
of liberal knowledge bleſſed the world, but 
| Rom. XIi. 5. « Pſalm cxlv. 4. : 
i religious ; 


* * 


3 


religious information, during the long mend 
which intervened between the firſt publication 
of the will of God to men, and the cloſe of 
the New Teſtament, became more and more 
clear and intereſting, till at length, when the 

 Fullneſs of the lime was come, God ſent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law. And 
thus in various reſpe&s has Providence fo or- 
dered it, that one age ſhould improve on the 
diſcoyeries of thoſe which preceded, and ſhould 

bring forward that general reign of truth, holi- 
neſs, and grace, which ſhall adorn the cloſing 
ſcene. 

But what I more particularly deſign in the 
preſent diſcourſe is, to preſent to your atten- 
tion a few plain, ſerious, and prafQiical reflec- 
tions, which naturally ariſe from an habitual 
regard to the fat advanced in the text, and 
confirmed by every page of the human hiſtory, 
that one generation paſſeth away, and another gene- 
ration cometh. 

1. How vain.is a life wholly" devoted to this 
changing world! 

1 It is a maxim of ſound wiſdom, that the 

| attention which we beſtow on objects, ſhould be 

| proportioned to the extent of their capacity for 

promoting perſonal or ſacial happineſs. Were 

any one to put himſelf to great expences for 
| * Gal. iv. 4, 5» | 
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the improvement of an eſtate, which he holds 
only by the limited tenure of a very few years, 
or of. which he may be diſpoſſeſſed in a moment, 
at the pleaſure of the proprietor ; we ſhould 
ſcarcely know whether to pity his weakneſs or 
to blame his folly. Yet this is the conduct, which 
reſpecting the grand object of life, is purſued 
by many, who in other caſes are the moſt ready 
to cenſure it. With the moſt ſtriking evidences 
before their eyes, that the world paſſeth awway *; 
with a convittion, which they cannot reſiſt, that 
their abode in it, if protratted to the lateſt old 
age, is ſhort; and with a perſuaſion equally 
ſtrong, that they may be ſuddenly called: to 
their laſt account; multitudes aft, as if they 
were aſſured of an exemption from that paſling 
away which others experience, and as if the 
whole of their exiſtence were confined to the 
preſent ſcene, 

Ah! my friends! where every thing is uncer- 
tain, it muſt be the height of folly to fix our 
hearts. I bal is your life? As to the ſcenes in 
which it is occupied, and as to its own conti- 
nuance, i/ is even a vapour, Whey appeareth for a 
little time aud then vaniſheth away*. And hall I, 

a rational-intelligent being, place my happineſs 

in ſcenes ſo fluctuating, in a life which will very 

ſhortly come to a period, and which may be cut 
| F; 1 John ii, 17. 1 James iv. 14. 
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off ere 1 enter on the plans of happineſs I had 
deviſed ? Surely moderation reſpetting all things 
bere, is the leſſon which every paſſing genera- 
tion, which every dying friend, which every 
opening year, which every fleeting hour, addreſs 
to the heart. | | 
Chriſtianity ſtrengthens theſe principles, by 
aſſuring us, that the preſent life is not the whole 
of man; and by holding out to us the doftrine 
of immortality, addreſſes to fear and hope, ſen- 
timents adapted to curb that immoderate attach- 
ment to the preſent world, to which there is ſo 
great a propenſity in the human heart. If I am 
deſigned for eternity, and if my condition in 
that eternity is to be decided, not by my rank, 
my pleaſures, or the eſteem in which I have 
been held by men, but by the improvement I 
have made, or the neglett I have diſcovered, 
of my religious advantages; I cannot, con- 
ſiſtently with theſe great and intereſting princi— 
ples, make this world my all; I cannot ſuffer 
the gilded bauble of the moment to obſcure 
from my view the prize of immortality, or to 
hinder my purſuit of it. 
If then it be the faft, that the generations of 
men thus paſs away, learn my friends this dif- 
ficult, but neceſſary and obvjous leſſon, 7o uſe the 
world as not abuſing it". While you feel its 


5 1 Cor, vil, 31, 
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forrows, as you would feel the inconveniences 
of a journey, while you partake of its enjoy- 
ments, as you would be gratified by a fine 
proſpett on the road, let not the one or the 
other engroſs your hearts. For neither the clouds 
of worldly ſorrow, nor the joys of temporal 
happineſs, are ſubſtantial or durable. Both will 
vaniſh at the grave, and will yield to views more 
exalted, and to happineſs more laſting. | 

II. Is our world thus conſtituted, that one 
generation paſſeth away and another cometh ? 
Then how important is it that the benefits, by 


Which the preſent age is diſtinguiſhed, ſhould be 


tranſmitted to poſterity. 

I ſpeak not of commerce, or property, or 
any of the civil and political advantages of the 
preſent age; though it is bighly incumbent on 
us, with reſpe&t to each of theſe, to conſult 
the happineſs of thoſe who are to come after us. 
It has often been ſaid, that if the views of man 
had terminated, with his own exiſtence here, an 
oak would neyex have been planted. But I 
mean chiefly to refer the ſentiment to the 
knowledge of religion. 

This generation will quickly paſs. away. If 
the religious knowledge poſſeſſed by the preſent 
race of men be confined to themſelves, what 
will become of thoſe great and immortal intereſts, 
with which they are connetted, when their heads 
5 F are 
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are laid in the duſt ? To the attention which has 
been beſtowed on the riſing generation for many 
ages back, we owe, under Providence, all the 
information we have reſpecting religion, the 
preſervation of that ſacred volume, in which 
the will of God is depoſited, and the continu- 
ance of thoſe high and ſpiritual privileges, 
which we account dearer than our lives, and 
eternally intereſting to our ſouls. 

Many of us think with awful pleaſure, of the 
pious inftruQions we have received from parents 
now in a better world. Thoſe inſtructions, diſ- 
tilled on the opening mind, as the ſoft dew on 
the tender graſs, firſt taught us to think about 
religion, gradually directed our views, kindly 
aſſiſted our inquiries, and have been among 
the principal means of forming us to the cha- 
rater of the fervants- and children of God. 
They were put in truſt with the excellent trea- 
ſure for our benefit, as we are put in truſt for 
the benefit of thoſe "who are to ſueceed us. 
And ſhall any who ſuſtain the important relation 
of parents; ſhall thoſe, 4e hom in'any capacity 
the care of the young is intruſtes; negle& to 
prepare them for occupying the places which 
they ate foon to fill? It is much to be appre- 
hended, that thoſe dectenfions in religion' among 
the riſing generation, which are fo lamentably 
viſible; are in a great "meaſure to be traced 
1 „ g to 
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to this ſource, the neglect of early inſtruc» | 

tion. Na * 

The attention which our forefathers, the old 

Nonconformiſts, paid to the religious education 

of the young, was very great. Then religion 

flouriſhed in their families, and their children 

were a ſeed that ſerved God, and were accounted to 

the Lord for a generation. But the diſſipated 

manners 'of the preſent day are the bane of 

youth. And many modern profeſſors, who owe _ 

what remaining attachment they have to religious ( 

inſtitutions, to the good inſtructions and pious 

examples of their parents, will have much to 

anſwer for, that they have not been as truly 

kind to their children as their parents were to 

them. Were every chriſtian parent to exert 

himſelf to "revive religion in his own family, 

the work would ſenſibly gain ground, and reli- 

gion, we might hope, would once more appear 

in its native and glowing colours to the coming 

age. For the, ſake of thoſe whoſe welfare is 

neareſt to your heacts, for the ſake of the riſing 

generation in general, be admoniſhed, ye chril- 
tian parents, to bring up your children in the 
nurture and. admonition of tho Lord*, that they 
may be prepared to ſupport the cauſe for which 
you have pleaded, and may be in their turn the 

means of conveying religious information to 


i Pſalm xxii, 20. k Fph. vi. 4. 
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ages yet unborn. You know not what injury 
you do to poſterity, by ſuffering your negligence 
to deſtroy one link in the chain, by which it is 
the will of God, that pure religion ſhould be 
tranſmitted from age to age. It is a ſolemn 
command addreſſed to each of you, Thou Halt 
teach theſe things diligently to thy children, and ſhalt 
talk of them when thou. filleft in thine houſe, and 
when thou walkeſt by the tToay, and when thou lieſt 
down, and when thou riſeft up*. And with what 
beauty of language, and energy of ſentiment, 


does the pſalmiſt deſcribe the duty and the 


practice of the pious Iſraelites, in reference to 
this grand object: What we bave heard and known, 
and our fathers have told us, we will not hide them 
From their. children, fhewing lo the generation to. 
come the praiſes of the LOKD, and his firength, and 
bis wonderful works that be hath done; that the 
generatien Io come 'might know them, even the chil- | 
dren who ſhould be born; who ſhould ariſe and 
declare them to their children, that they might ſet 
their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, 
but keep bis commandments®. It is only by theſe 
means that religion can be preſerved and per- 


petuated. Your fathers, where are they"? Where 


are they who uſually occupied this place of 


- worſhip, or thoſe who-were the chief friends of 


1 Deut. vi. 7. ID M Pſal. uv. 2, 4, 6, 7. 
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will become of the cauſe you now ſupport, excel- 
Jent as it is, if you do not exert yourſelves to 
tranſmit it pure and entire to the hopes of the 
next age ? 

Amidſt all the diſcouraging ſigns of the pre- 
ſent times, it is juſt and pleaſing to reflect, that 
the inſtitutions which abound in this metropolis, 
and through the kingdom, by which religious 
Iinſtruction is communicated to the children of 
the poor, forebode much good to the next 
generation; and promiſe, that induſtry and 
ſobriety, virtue and religion, will prevail among 
theſe ranks of life, to which general happineſs 
owes more of its exiſtence and continuance, 
than the proud and lofty ſpirit of many will 
ſuffer them to acknowledge. Thus will the 
patrons of ſuch inſtitutions be inſtrumental in 
accompliſhing that expreſſive promiſe which has 
generally been underſtood of the office of the 
Meſſiah, He Shall ſave the children of the needy*. 

III. If one generation paſſeth away and another 
generation cometh, what obligations lie on young 


| perſons to fill up the places of their deceaſed 


parents and friends. 
You who are now in the morning of your 
days, are gradually riſing into importance on 


the ſtage of life, Little children are ſcarcely 


„ Palm Ixxii. 4. 0 


conſidered 


this charitable inſtitution, thirty years ago? What 


11 
conſidered as ſuſtaining any place in human 
affairs, exceptiog by thoſe to whom the bonds 
of nature have endeared them. But as their | 
years advance, as their, minds open, as their 
friends die, they begin to be regarded as the 
hopes of the next age. No circumſtance ſo 
much tends to remind a. young perſon, of the 
part be is to att in life, as the death of a parent, 
or a reſpected friend, from whoſe counſels and 
inſtructions he had derived thoſe leſſons, which 
have been inſtrumental in forming his character, 
When you enumerate the friends whom you 
have loſt even in the courſe of the laſt year, 
you fecl the force of the obſervation, exe genera- 
tia paſſeth away. But it becomes you alſo to 
conſider, anotber generation cometh. ' You conſti- 
tute a part of that generation. What made 
your departed friends, your deceaſed parents 
treſpeRable, beloved, and happy? What bas 
embalmed their memories, and filled the recol- 
legion of their perſons and attions, now they 
are gone, with an awful pleaſure? It was true 
excellence of character; it was genuine religion, 
the fear of God, the love of Chriſt, an uniform 
attention to duty, a conſiſtent walk and conver- 
ſation, On you it reſts, to hold out to the world 
a character ſimilar to theirs. Do you admire the 
influence, which ſerious piety had on their 
minds, in the exerciſes of devotion, in the 
common 
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common. ſcenes of life, in buſineſs and enjoy- 
ment, in ſickneſs and affliction, in old age, 
in death? Remember, that each of theſe is 
a prevalent, motive, to perſuade you to be what 
they were, ſo far as they reſembled the great 
origin and pattern of excellence. This you 
owe to the memory of departed worth, to your 
own happineſs, and above all, to the goodneſs 
of that God, by whoſe providence you have 
been ſo kindly indulged. The moſt pleaſing 
and inſtructive memorial of the dead, will be 
the growing reſemblance of their virtues. And 
conſidering their pious exertions as at once 
concluded and rewarded, there is every thing 

animate you to this dutiful and affecionate 
tribute. The remembrance of what they were, 
ſtamps an importance on religion, which cannot 
be evaded. The perſeverance, which they ma- 
nifeſted to the laſt amidſt difficulties, dangers, 
and temptations, proves that a life of exemplary 
piety is not impratticable. The comforts and 
joys, with which many of them fini/bed 7heir 
courſe*, reflect a luſtre on the great objeas 
of their faith, which proves them to be at leaſt 
worthy of ſerious attention. And the glory 
to which they are now exalted, among he /pirits 
of the juſt made perfect e, addreſſes you in this 
forcible language, l Je. are compaſſed about 
» Aft xx. 24+ 7 Heb. ij, 23. 

FS C , With 


[ 18 ] 

with fo 'preat a cloud of witneſſes", be © ye not 2 
ful, but followers of them, who through faith and 
patience inherit the promiſes*.” And while the 
remembrance” of departed” friends adds great 
energy to other obligations, which recommend 
perſonal religion to the riſing age, permit me to 

add, that the places which they have left vacant 
in civil life, and eſpecially in the church of 
God, call aloud on you' to fill them. A con- 

ſideration this, which ſhould bave great in- 
fluence in perſuading thoughtful. and ſerious 
young perſons, to enter on a profeſſion of reli- 
gion. The houſe of God would ſoon be forſaken*, 
and a Saviour's table deſerted, if. Providence 
were not to raiſe ſucceſſors to the dead. If 
then, my young friends, you value your own 

comfort and improvement, the memory of your 
departed anceſtors, or the cauſe which they ſo 
warmly eſpouſed; attach yourſelves to objeAas, 
the ſupport of which you with them deem inf- 
nitely important, and be concerned to leave 
to thoſe who ſhall ſucceed you, unblemiſhed, 

and unimpaired, the ſacred depofit which you 
have received from the dead. 

To enforce theſe plain admonitions, let all 
perſons, but more eſpecially « the ing, genbra- 
| tion reflett 
„ Heb. xii. 1. » Heb. vi. a 

| Neh. xiii. 11. AT IE 
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IV. What benefit wil! reſult to themſelves, 
from frequently anticipating the time of their 
own paſling away. 

Not only does the former generation paſs 
away, and the preſent ſucceed, but this has been 
the deſcription of human life from the entrance 
of fin into the world to this day, and will be, 
till the conſummation of all things. Let the 
triumphs of death over others, prompt you to 
prepare for your own. Give, I beſeech you, 
force to all thoſe ſentiments of wiſdom and 
piety, which the paſſing away of your friends 
impreſſes on your minds. And as the impreſſion 
is increaſed with the. nearneſs of the ſtroke, 
let the improvement be proportioned. © The 
death of a parent,” ſays an ingenious modern 
writer, © is an event peculiarly affecting. While 
our parents live, we think we have a barrier 
betwixt, us and the grave, but that being re- 
moved, the bold invader appean advancing 
upon us with haſtier ſtrides“. 

But it is not only the removal of thoſe ad- 
vanyed in liſe, which reminds us. of our ap- 
proaching end. The ſame effect is produced 
by the progreſs of thoſe younger than ourſelves. 
We love not to think of our own progrels. 
Let us force ourſelves to think of it, by refled- 
ing on that of others. Thoſe who ten years 


q Hunter' s Sacred Biography, vol. ii. ct. 16. 
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ago were conſidered as the younger part of a 

| religious aſſembly, and addreſſed from the pulpit 
under that deſcription, now look down on 


| others, many years younger than themſelves, 
| who were then little infants, but are now rifing 
| 
| 
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into aktive life. 

Let this continual current in human affairs 
bring the youngeſt to look forward to his own 
diſſolution. Were the tide of life to flow 
regularly like that of the river or the ſea, even 
then the, allotted period of 7hree/core years and 
ten", would ſoon arrive. Meaſure the future 
by the paſt, and think how ſoon. But it is not 
thus regular. The ſtroke of death is certain; 
the manner and time uncertain. By a lingering 
conſumption, by the quick progreſs of a fever, 
by a fatal accident, by the immediate call of 
Omnipotence, the youngeſt worſhipper within 
theſe walls may be ſummoned to die. Therefore 

Be ye alſo ready: for in ſuch an hour as ge think 
noi the Son of man cometh*. And be has in his 
hands and at his diſpoſal the keys of the inviſible 
world and of death?. Religion, my friends, will 
be of infinite importance to you, if your days 
Thould be prolonged. It will be of equal im- 
portance, if the Lord God ſhould ſay concern- 

ing you, I will cauſe the ſun to go doton at noon*. 
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w Pſalm xc. 10. * Matt, xxiv. 44» 
Rev. i. 18. Amos viii. 9. 


Youthful 
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Youthful piety ſoftens the agonies' of death, 


whether it come early or late. If early, what 


a pleaſure to think, that the day was improved, 


before the opportunity of improvement was 
concluded. If late, how gratifying to look 
back on a whole life ſpent in the fear agd the 
ſervice of God. O] that I had begun religion 
ſooner!” is a fruitleſs wiſh, that muſt greatly 
diminiſh the dying joys even of the moſt ſincere 
penitent, who delays the great work till rhe 
eleventh hour*. And who knows, that he ſhall 
ever be favoured with ſuch an opportunity? 
When religion is poſtponed to a future convenient 
ſeaſon *, that ſeaſon is ſeldom known to arrive. 
1 fear the LORD from my youth*, is a thought, 
which greatly tends to make the reflections of a 
Chriſtian's dying bed eaſy and pleaſant, and adds 
ſatisfaftion to that confidence, with which he com- 
mits his departing ſpirit into the hands of Jeſus. 

V. Amidſt all theſe ſcenes of mutability, 


it is the happineſs of the real Chriſtian, that 


religion continues the ſame. 


This therefore challenges the ſupreme affec- 
tions of the heart, and has an indiſputable claim 


on the chief purſuits of the life. God, the 
great author and obje& of religion, is without 
variableneſ and ſhadow of turning *. The ſanc- 
Matt. xx. 6. b Acts xxiv. 25. . 

* 1 Kings xviii. 12. James i. 17. 
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tions of his law poſſeſs equal force through all 
generations of men, under every diſpenſation 
of his will. The grace of the everlaſting cove- 
nant © knows not a change; and the Mediator 
of that covenant is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 
and fgr ever. The generations of men pals 
away like the leaves in autumn. But the pro- 
miſes of God are fixed and abiding like the ſun 
in the firmament, comforting and reviving all 
who come under their ſalutary influence. If 
this be the invariable nature of true religion, 
and theſe the immutable ſanctions by which it is 
guarded, it moſt certainly demands of all its 
votaries ſtedfaſtneſs and conſiſtency, and will 
amply recompence them. Even the youths hal! 
faint and be weary,” and the young men ſhall utterly 
fall. But they that wait upon the LORD fhall 
renew their flrength: they ſhall mount up with 
wings as eagles, they ſhall run and not be eg. 
they ſhall walk and not faints. | 

VI. How bright a contraſt. to theſe fleeting 
and uncertain objects, ariſes. from the proſpett 
of a world, where changes can never come. 

| There all the generations of the faithful, 
without the exception of an individual, ſhall 
meet, never to ſeparate more. There the tear 
of affection ſhall never be ſhed over a parent's 
1 Sam. xxili. 5.  f Heb. xiii. 8. 
t a, xl. go, 31. 4 
Re! grave. 
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grave: "There the remembrance of paſt years 


mall not fill the mind with melancholy, nor | 
approaching changes occaſion diſmay. And 2 


ſhall we ever be with the Lord". . 

To that immortal world we invite your atten- 
tion, your confidence, your purſuits. It 1s real. 
It is ſecufed by the covenant of God, and the 
mediation of his Son. It is the property of all, 

bo love our Lord Feſus Chrift in ſincerily i. The 
luſtre of your piety, Chriſtians, ſhall be inſtru- 
mental in ſwelling the triumphs of the Redeemer, 
and the influence of your example will increaſe 
the ſplendours of that day, when preſenting. 
the whole company of his called, choſen, and 
faithful“ people before the throne of his Father, 
he ſhall ſay with tranfports of love and joy, 
Behold, I, aud the children which God hath given mei. 

And now, if religion be thus infinitely im- 
portant to all the generations of mankind, if it 
be an object of the higheſt value, that the 
young [ſhould be led into the ways of truth and 

piety, and to the feet of Jeſus, if the privileges 
which we enjoy, are committed to us, not only 
for our own good, but for the welfare of poſte- 
rity ; the inſtitution, which we are aſſembled 
to ſupport, muſt plead its own cauſe with every 
bumane, deine and chriſtian breaſt, 


8 1 1 The, iv. 17. b Gal. vis 24 
3 of Rev. vil. 14. 1 Foe il. 13. 
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It has been uſual on this occaſion to repeat 
the following partigulars reſpecting the Charity 
School in Gravel Lane, Southwark. 

It was founded in the reign of king James I. 
in the year 1687, at a time when a ſchool was 


ſet up by one Poulton, a Jeſuit, and public 


notice was given of his deſign to inſtru the 
poor gratis. With a view of counterafting the 
influence of a Popiſh teacher, three gentlemen, 


Mr. Arthur Shallett, Mr, Samuel Warburton, 


and Mr. Ferdinando Holland, who were all 
members of this congregation, when the Rey. 
Mr. Nathaniel Vincent was paſtor, opened this 
ſchool, and inſtrudtion was provided for the 
children of the poor on Proteſtant principles. 
"The number of ſcholars, which at firſt, was 


40, is now increaſed to 180. They are taught 


to read, write, and cypher, and the girls are 
prepared by ſuitable, inftruQtions for thoſe ſta- 
tions, to which Providence may direft them. 
All are inſtruQted in the common principles and 
duties of Chriſtianity, - . | 

This is the firſt ſchool, in the ee of 
which the Proteſtant Diſſenters were engaged. 
It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt parts of this 


city; and the children of very indigent perſons, 


ſuch as watermen, fiſhermen, and others, arc 
taught without any expence to their parents, 
and furniſhed with ſpelling- books, teſtaments, 


catechiſms, 
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catechiſms, and books for writing and arith- 
metic. The charges of its ſupport are defrayed 
by the gifts, ſubſcriptions, and bequeſts of pri- 
vate perſons, together with one annual collection 
in this place. 


To ſolicit your bounty, in behalf of an inſti- 


tution thus excellent in itſelf, thus ſanctioned by 
the examples of thoſe who for more than a 
century have in ſucceſſion been its patrons, 
thus recommended by nearly 200 young peti- 
tioners, appearing with you' in the houſe of 
God this day, is one principal object of the 
preſent ſervice. But I am perſuaded, that ſuch 
a ſolicitation is unneceſſary. Theſe poor chil- 
dren, who are deſtitute of the many advantages, 
which the children of thoſe in the middle and 
more opulent claſſes, derive from their parents, 
are caſt on your care. Be ye their guides, their 
guardians, their friends. Be ye fathers to the 
poor. Sheltered under the hoſpitable roof of 
chriſtian charity, from the calamities and temp- 
tations, to which they would otherwiſe have 
been expoſed, they will learn leſſons of wiſdom, 
they will be habituated to exerciſes ot devotion, 
they will imbibe principles of piety, and they 
will be fitted for the diſcharge of thoſe duties, 
which belong to the ſphere of life they ſeem 
deſtined to fill, When this generation has paſſed 
= TJob xxix, 16. 
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away, bake children will ſhew forth to abocber 
riſing age the beauty and the excellence of the 
precepts, which under your tolering care they 
ſo gratefully received. 
And what, my dear children, what is the 
return, which your benefattors expełt from you? 
That after all the care and expence, which have 
been employed, in endeavouring to make you 
wiſe and good members of ſociety, you ſhould 
remain ignorant, and become vitious? God 
forbid! You have not, I hope, the ingratitude 
or the wickedneſs to think, that you are under a 
needleſs reſtraint, and that when you go from 
ſchool, you will give way to your paſhons, and 
-abuſe the kindneſs of your friends. Such wicked 
children as theſe have been educated in inſtitu- 
tions ſimilar to that, in which you are now 
placed, who have proved incumbrances to their 
poor relations, and the plagues of ſociety. But 
they have been treaſuring up much bitter remorſe 
for a day of ſickneſs and reflection. I will not 
however indulge ſo unfavourable an opinion of 
any children educated in this ſchool. 

My young friends; honour your parents. 
Reſpett your teachers. Liſten to their inſtruc- 
tions. Endeavour to gain as much uſeful know- 
ledge as you can; and eſpecially endeavour to 
live as well as you can. Abſtain from the vices, 
to . poor children are too much addicted. 

0 | Dare 


3 
Dare not to lie, to ſteal, to profane the ſabbath- 
day, or to take the name of God in vain. Look 
on your benefaftors, as under God, your beſt 
friends for body and ſoul, for time and eternity. 
But never forget, that God is that friend, from 
whom all huinan friends derive their ability and 
inclination to help you. Learn his will. Read 
your Bibles. Endeavour to underftand religion; 
and pray to your heavenly father, to enlighten, 
and teach, and direct you. Aim to be like the 
good men of whom you read in the ſcriptures, 
and other good books. Eſpecially imitate the 
example of Jeſus Chriſt, who was once a child 
like you. Think alſo of his compaſſion to 
children. Let the text of laſt new year's 
day dwell on your memories, Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for 
H ſuch is the kingdom of God. In the language 
of heavenly wiſdom the Saviour ſays to you, 7 
love them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek me early 
ſhall find ne O forget not that gracious friend 
who died to ſave you, who looks down from 
heaven upon you»with compaſſion and love; 
and who, if you ſerve him from your youth, 
will, whenever you die, raiſe you'to the honours 
of his kingdom. You are the generation riſing 
up into life, to ſupply the places of the dead. 
At the judgment-ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt you muſt 


Mark x. 14. * Prov, vii. 17. 
give 
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give an account of tbe uſe you have made of 


theſe privileges. There may every one of you, 
my dear children, be acknowledged and ap- 


proved, And there may all your pious benefac- 
tors, whole prayers aud whoſe alms riſe up for a 
memorial before God, receive the plaudits of the 
benevolent Saviour, and ſhare in the rich and 
gracious rewards prepared for all thoſe, to whom 


he ſhall ſay, Ina/much as ye have ſhewn mercy 
to, one and_the leaſt of. theſe, my brethren, ye bave 
done it unto nee. Mell done good and faithful 


ſervants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord*. 


r Acts x. 4. Matt. xxv. 40. Matt. xxv, 21. 


